
the Old and New Testaments 
are the product of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 

The Spirit’s Work in Confir-
mation 

 

To confirm means “to make 
valid by formal approval; 
ratify, verify.” Not only did 
the Spirit reveal God’s will, 
but He also confirmed the 
fact that His message was 
God’s word by performing 
signs, wonders, and mira-

cles. These signs were per-
formed in the life of Jesus 
Christ (Acts 10:38, Matthew 
12:28), as well as in the work 
of the apostles. “How shall 
we escape if we neglect so 
great a salvation, which at 
the first began to be spoken 
by the Lord, and was con-
firmed to us by those who 
heard Him, God also bearing 
witness both with signs and 
wonders, with various mira-
cles, and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, according to His own 
will?” (Hebrews 2:3-4). 

 

The word of God has been 
revealed in its fullness (Jude 
3) and has been confirmed. 
Thus, this two-fold work of 
the Spirit (revelation and 
confirmation) has been com-
pleted. 

 

[To be continued in next is-
sue.  Entire article is availa-
ble online at 

Navarrechurchofchrist.net] 
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There is much confusion 
and ignorance in the reli-
gious world regarding differ-
ent aspects of the Holy Spir-
it. While we have an under-
standing of the work that is 
done by the Father and the 
Son, we are not always as 
clear about the role and 
function of the Holy Spirit. 

 

There are some things 
about the Godhead that will 
remain a mystery to us. 
However, we can know 
those things that have been 
revealed in Scripture con-
cerning the work of the Holy 
Spirit. Understanding these 
things can strengthen our 
faith, give us a greater ap-
preciation for the Holy Spir-
it, and equip us to teach 

others. 

 

The Spirit’s work can be di-
vided into the following cat-
egories: 

 

The Spirit’s Work in Creation 

 

The Old Testament teaches 
that the Holy Spirit worked 
with the Father and the Son 
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in the creation of the world. 
“The earth was without 
form, and void; and dark-
ness was on the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the face 
of the waters” (Genesis 1:2). 
Creation was not finished 
until the third member of 
the Godhead did His work. 

 

The Spirit’s role in creation 
appears to be that of organ-
ization. God created the ele-
ments, but they were 
“without form, and void.” 
After the Spirit is men-
tioned, God’s creation be-
gins to take shape. The ele-
ments are organized into 
working systems and laws 
are enacted which govern 
the universe. 

 

Job tells us that the stars 
and other celestial bodies 
were created by the Spirit: 
“By His Spirit He adorned 
the heavens” (Job 26:13). 

 

The Holy Spirit was also in-
volved in the creation of 

man: “Then God said, ‘Let 
Us make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; 
let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, 
over the birds of the air, and 
over the cattle, over all the 
earth and over every creep-
ing thing that creeps on the 
earth.’ So God created man 
in His own image; in the im-
age of God He created him; 
male and female He created 
them” (Genesis 1:26-27). 
God was not speaking to His 
angels when He made this 
statement, for there is no 
indication in Scripture that 
angels created man. God 
the Father was speaking to 
the Son and the Spirit con-
cerning the creation of man. 

 

The Spirit’s Work in Revela-
tion 

 

The Holy Spirit’s work con-
tinued as God began to 
slowly reveal His will to 
mankind. 

“But as it is written: ‘Eye has 
not seen, nor ear heard, nor 

have entered into the heart 
of man the things which 
God has prepared for those 
who love Him.’ But God has 
revealed them to us 
through His Spirit. For the 
Spirit searches all things, 
yes, the deep things of God. 
For what man knows the 
things of a man except the 
spirit of the man which is in 
him? Even so no one knows 
the things of God except the 
Spirit of God. Now we have 
received, not the spirit of 
the world, but the Spirit 
who is from God, that we 
might know the things that 
have been freely given to us 
by God” (1 Corinthians 2:9-
12). 

 

Only the Spirit knows the 
mind of God. This qualified 
Him to reveal God’s will to 
man through the apostles 
and prophets. “How that by 
revelation He made known 
to me the mystery (as I have 
briefly written already, by 
which, when you read, you 
may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of 
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Christ), which in other ages 
was not made known to the 
sons of men, as it has now 
been revealed by the Spirit 
to His holy apostles and 
prophets” (Ephesians 3:3-5). 

 

God could have produced 
manuscripts of His word and 
given them to man, but in-
stead He chose to use men 
as a means of delivering His 
will to mankind. All Scripture 
is given by the inspiration of 
God (2 Timothy 3:16). The 
word “inspiration” literally 
means to “breathe in” or “to 
be influenced by another.” 
When used in this passage 
in reference to the unique 
and authoritative nature of 
the Bible, the word means 
“God breathed.” 

 

The Old Testament  

 

The Holy Spirit revealed di-
vine truths to the prophets 
of old (1 Peter 1:10-12). 
These prophets did not 
write their own ideas, opin-
ions, or interpretations. 

They wrote the things that 
the Holy Spirit told them to 
write. “Knowing this first, 
that no prophecy of Scrip-
ture is of any private inter-
pretation, for prophecy nev-
er came by the will of man, 
but holy men of God spoke 
as they were moved by the 
Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:20-
21). These prophets were 
“moved” or “carried along” 
by the Holy Spirit as they 
wrote. 

 

The New Testament 

 

The Holy Spirit guided the 
apostles into all truth and 
told them of things to come. 

“But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in My name, He will 
teach you all things, and 
bring to your remembrance 
all things that I said to 
you” (John 14:26).  

 

“I still have many things to 
say to you, but you cannot 
bear them now. However, 
when He, the Spirit of truth, 
has come, He will guide you 
into all truth; for He will not 
speak on His own authority, 
but whatever He hears He 
will speak; and He will tell 
you things to come” (John 
16:12-13). 

 

The Old Testament contains 
the writings of the inspired 
prophets. The New Testa-
ment contains the writings 
of the apostles and other 
inspired men. Thus, both 

"How shall we escape if we 

neglect so great a salvation, 

which at the first began to 

be spoken by the Lord, and 

was confirmed to us by 

those who heard Him, God 

also bearing witness both 

with signs and wonders, 

with various miracles, and 

gifts of the Holy Spirit, ac-

cording to His own will?” 

(Hebrews 2:3-4) 


